
“Uncomfortable Grace” 
A devotional by  

Paul David Tripp 
 

Shared by Lois Morgan Bechtle and Scott Broadway 
March 13, 2017  

Upon the receipt of unhappy news about the advancement of Katherine’s cancer. 
Katherine is Lois’ beautiful daughter and Scott’s beautiful wife, mother of four young children. 

 
Passed to you by Sylvia Evans 

September 19, 2020, 
After “attending” the “Celebration of Life” for Katherine by Live Streaming 

Included in Sylvia’s “Teach Me of Grace” Series on Facebook Live 
******** 

Yes, your life is messy and hard, but that’s not a failure of the plan; it’s the plan. It’s God working to 
complete what He’s begun in you. 
 
It’s so very different from the way we normally think about grace. It’s not the way we tend to think 
about God’s love. It doesn't seem wise and good to us. It causes us to question God’s faithfulness 
and love. It’s just not what we thought we signed on for when we placed our trust in Jesus Christ. It’s 
not a typical definition of the good life, and it causes us to think at times that God isn't paying attention 
and that the bad guys are winning. 
 
You are tempted to think that because you are God’s child, your life should be easier, more 
predictable, and definitely more comfortable. But that is not what the Bible teaches. Instead, it reveals 
that struggles are part of God’s plan for you. This means that if you're God’s child, you must never 
allow yourself to think that the hard things you are now going through are failures of God’s character, 
promise, power, or plan. You must not allow yourself to think that God has turned His back on you. 
You must not let yourself begin to buy into the possibility that God is not as trustworthy as you 
thought Him to be. You must not let yourself do any any of these things, because when you begin to 
doubt God’s goodness, you quit going to Him for help. You see, you don't run for help to those 
characters you have come to doubt. 
 
God has chosen to let you live in this fallen world because He plans to employ the difficulties of it to 
continue and complete His work in you. This means that those moments of difficulty are not an 
interruption of His plan or the failure of His plan, but rather an important part of His plan. I think there 
are times for many of us when we cry out for God’s grace and get it - but not the grace we’re looking 
for. We want the grace of relief or release. We get those in little pieces, but largely they are yet to 
come. What we all really need right now is the grace of transformation. God’s grace is not always 
very pleasant. It often comes in the form of something we never would have chosen to go through if 
we were controlling the joystick. 
 
We all need to teach and encourage one another with the theology of uncomfortable grace, because 
on this side of eternity, God’s grace often comes to us in uncomfortable forms. It may not be what you 
and I want, but it is precisely what we need. God is faithful; He will use the brokenness of the world 
that is your present address to complete the loving work of personal transformation that He has 
begun. Now that’s grace! 


